

Safeguarding briefing for Early Years settings: Autumn 2020 / 2


Dear colleagues,

Well, here we are near the end of the year, and what a year it has been.  As this is the last bulletin of 2020, I want to congratulate you again on everything you’ve done, this year more than ever, to safeguard the children you care for.  It has been extremely challenging for everyone and I know how hard you have all worked , keeping children at the centre of all you do.

I hope you picked up the materials and resources in the last bulletin – these are all available on the EYFS website safeguarding pages.  The slides from the safeguarding briefing held in October are also available there, so those of you who were unable to join us can see what was discussed.  Details of the Spring Term briefing are below.

I will take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy Chistmas and I hope you enjoy your well-earned break over the festive period, whatever you end up doing.

Take care everyone and see you next year

Jo Barclay

Jo Barclay
Head of Education Safeguarding and Wellbeing
Education Directorate

Essex County Council    www.essex.gov.uk | telephone: 03330 131078 | mobile: 07775 030021 | email: jo.barclay@essex.gov.uk



Spring term safeguarding forum 
You will be aware I said earlier this year that I was happy to run further forums if there was a demand for them.  As you know, the first session was held in October and we had over 160 people attend, which was great.

Going forward, we intend to hold a face to face forum each term and then an online session in the evening for anyone unable to attend during the day.  The date for next term is 24th March – 9.30am for the day session and 6.00pm for the evening.  Obviously, it is highly unikely we will be able to meet face to face in March, so for next term (and hopefully for the last time!), the day session will also be online.

These forums are for Designated Leads and we are offering one place per setting at each session.  If you wish to apply for a place at either session, please do so here


Essex Safeguarding Children Board (ESCB)
The ESCB offers a range of training for professionals – details are available on the ESCB website 


Effective Support Website
On Monday 7th December, the Essex Effective Support website will be moved to the Children and Families section of the Essex.gov.uk site. 

This move includes changes to the access of  the online Request for Support portal for sharing concerns for a child, young person or family and also where the Essex Directory of Services is hosted.  You’ll be redirected to the new pages automatically, so there’s no need to change anything in your browser. 

This should make information easier to find and more accessible. You’ll find:
· help finding the right level of support
· the request for support form (RFS)
· resources for practitioners
· the directory of services


Guidance on how to complete a Request for Support
[bookmark: _GoBack]This new guidance breaks down in detail what information to include in each section of the Request for Support form and therefore enable the Children and Families Hub to make a timely threshold decision.

NSPCC COVID-19 guidance
The NSPCC has updated its guidance for EYFS settings: Coronavirus briefing: safeguarding guidance and information for early years providers


The Essential Living Fund (ELF)
The Essential Living Fund (ELF) is emergency support for people hit by the pandemic. The ELF is receiving extra funding from the Covid Winter Grant Scheme to help people living in Essex with energy and water bills, food and other essential household items.  This flyer contains further details




Act Early
This new website has been developed to support work around the Prevent agenda.  It contains information about radicalisation and how to report concerns and provides materials and resources.

Private fostering
Private fostering occurs when a child under the age of 16 (under 18, if disabled) is provided with care and accommodation for more than 28 days by a person who is not a parent, a person with parental responsibility for them, or a relative.  

The Essex Private Fostering Team is asking all settings to be alert to any instances of children living with someone other in a potential private fostering arrangement and have provided the presentation below to raise awareness with staff.  Where a setting becomes aware of information about a potential private fostering, they should notify the local authority to enable appropriate checks to be undertaken.  




If you would like further information or have any concerns, please contact the team manager Adwoa.Solomon@essex.gov.uk


The Black and Asian Family Covid-19 Helpline
Barnardo’s has launched a vital new UK-wide helpline to support Black, Asian and minority ethnic children, young people and their families impacted by Covid-19. 

The new service is a free telephone helpline and web chat facility for children, young people and families from these communities who are suffering the long-lasting and wide-ranging impact of Covid-19. Barnardo’s specialist advisors will aim to provide on-going support on a complex range of issues including mental health, bereavement, family break-down, neglect, back to school, parenting advice, counselling, family stress, discrimination, barriers to services and more. 

You can find out more about the new helpline here: helpline.barnardos.org.uk/helpline 


Harmful sexual behaviour prevention toolkit
The Lucy Faithfull Foundation has produced a 'Harmful Sexual Behaviour Prevention Toolkit' which may be used by parents / carers and professionals  to help them be aware of the risks of harmful sexual behaviour in children and young people. The toolkit includes support, advice, information, and resources and links to useful organisations.
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If you find yourself in need of some help this 
winter, the Essential Living Fund can help pay 
for heating, electricity, water and food. We can 
also help you get essential household items 
like a fridge, cooker or table.


How to apply
Check if this applies to you.
Visit www.southend.gov.uk/elfforessex 
Or if you are vulnerable or have no access to the internet 
you can call 0300 7900124 (between 8:45am - 5:00pm).


Emergency help 
with bills, food 
and other items


To get a grant you must
•	 Live in Essex, Southend or Thurrock
•	 Be aged over 16
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The Origins of Private Fostering





In 2000, nine year old Victoria Climbie suffered chronic neglect and sustained  multiple injuries which resulted in her death.

Victoria had been being cared for by her Great Aunt in what would now be considered a Private Fostering Arrangement.

As a result of Victoria’s tragic death, there was a Government Inquiry which made recommendations to try to better safeguard and protect children in similar circumstances.
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What is Private Fostering?





When a child/young person under 16 (18 if disabled) lives with someone who is not a close relative for more than 28 days, this is called ‘Private Fostering’. 



The law considers a close relative to be a grandparent, brother / sister, uncle / aunt (this can be by marriage) or step-parent.



It is a legal requirement for parents and private foster carers to notify the Local Authority when a private fostering arrangement is made. This needs to happen at least 6 weeks before the arrangement is due to start, or if the child/young person arrives suddenly, no more than 48 hours after he or she has arrived.



Private Fostering is a private arrangement that is made between the parent and the private foster carer. Private foster carers are not Local Authority Foster Carers and the children/young people within the arrangements are not Looked After Children.
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Examples of Private Fostering






A young person living with the family of a boyfriend, girlfriend or a friend.



A child or young person living with an extended family member, for example a Great Aunt, Great Grandparents or a Cousin.



A child or young person living with a family friend, perhaps as a result of parental separation, arguments at home or because their parents are overseas or working away.



Children/young people who are in this country as part of an educational exchange programme and will be staying with a host family for a period longer than 28 days.
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Responsibilities Towards the Child





The private foster carer becomes responsible for providing the day to day care of the child. However, the child’s parent remains legally responsible for the child.



The Private Fostering Team ask parents and private foster carers to share information and agree practicalities around the day to day care of the child/ young person. This includes details such as how long the arrangement will last, who will keep in touch with the child’s school, who can give consent over medical matters, how the child/young person will be provided for financially, agreeing what support the child/young person’s parents will provide and deciding how contact with family members will happen.
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What are the Duties of the
 Local Authority?
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Once the Local Authority is made aware of a private fostering arrangement, a member of the Private Fostering Team will visit the arrangement within seven days.





Formal checks with the police and other agencies are made to ensure that the child is safeguarded and that the private foster carers are able to provide a reasonable standard of care.

An assessment is completed to consider the child/young person’s needs and the private foster carer’s ability to meet them







If the arrangement continues, we undertake regular visits to the home to offer advice and support and ensure the arrangement continues to be suitable.











.









Your

Responsibilities…
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Your responsibilities





Partner agencies have a responsibility to notify Essex County Council immediately if they become aware of any Private Fostering arrangement and believe the Local Authority have not/will not be notified.





If at any time you become concerned about anything affecting the Private Fostering Arrangement, please contact us immediately.









How can you help us?

Promote awareness and understanding of Private Fostering within your own teams and with members of the public where ever possible.



Help with distribution of leaflets and posters as widely as possible.







We may contact you and other involved agencies requesting information about the child and/or the private foster carers





  
How do I find out more?




You can make a referral to the Private Fostering Team via the Children and Families HUB by following this link

www.essexeffectivesupport.org.uk

		Select ‘Request Support’

You can also contact The Children and Families Hub on

			0345 603 7627

Internal referrals for children or young people already known to CSC can be made via the Private Fostering Notification Form on Mosaic. 
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Lastly…

If a social worker requests that a carer looks after a child or young person, or if the Local Authority offers substantial input in brokering the arrangement, it may later be argued that the arrangement is not a private one between the parent and the private foster carer. This can have substantial implications for the Local Authority who then may become financially responsible for the child’s care.



Private Carers do not receive funding from the Local Authority and financial responsibility for the child/young person remains with the parents . 



Private Foster carers are entitled to benefits that are attached to the child such as Child Benefit. 
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			ANY 		QUESTIONS?
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