Safeguarding briefing for Early Years settings: 
Autumn 2022

Dear colleagues,

I hope you all had a lovely summer and enjoyed all the sunshine – it seems a long time ago now, as we are heading well and truly into autumn.

We have been busy updating all the safeguarding materials and I am pleased to let you know that these are now all available on the Early Years website.  Further information on this is below.

[bookmark: _Hlk115432303]Following our first in-person forum last term, which 40 of you attended, we will be holding face to face forums in each quadrant this term, to test demand.  We recognise that not everyone will be able to access these sessions during the day, but we wanted to offer you the opportunity to access safeguarding training offsite, to meet the team and to network with lead practitioners from other settings.  We will monitor attendance at these sessions and will continue with them if there is a demand.  For those not able to leave their setting during the day, we will continue to hold an online update forum as an evening online session.

I really hope to see you at one of the forums throughout the year and look forward to meeting more of you in person.

Best wishes


Jo Barclay

Jo Barclay
Head of Education Safeguarding and Wellbeing
Education Directorate

Essex County Council    www.essex.gov.uk | telephone: 03330 131078 | mobile: 07775 030021 | email: educationsafeguarding@essex.gov.uk

Updated safeguarding materials and resources for 2022-23
We have updated the materials and resources to support you with your safeguarding work.  These are all available on the Early Years and Childcare website:

· Model child protection policy (one for childminders and one for early years settings)
· Safeguarding audit
· Safeguarding information for visitors to the site
· Confirmation of safeguarding documents received (for all staff to sign)

We have also updated the level 2 training materials and have the following presentations for lead practitioners to use for training all staff, if they wish to do this in-house:

· Keeping children safe in early years
· Inspecting safeguarding in early years
· Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
· Prevent 
· Understanding the Children and Families Hub

Inspecting safeguarding (Ofsted 2022)
Ofsted has updated its guidance Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills (Ofsted 2022)

Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE 2022)
The new Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) took effect from 1st September 2022 so, if you refer to this document in any policies or paperwork, please ensure you use the new version.

Safeguarding forums
We held our first face to face safeguarding forum in Chelmsford last term, and it was great that around 40 people attended.  As there is clearly an interest in attending these in person, we will be offering a forum in each quadrant this term. Please see the dates, times and locations below. 

We will monitor attendance at these sessions and will continue with them if there is a demand.  For those not able to leave their setting during the day, we will continue to hold an online update forum as an evening online session.

To book onto a session, please use the Education Essex Online Booking System. If you need technical support with booking your place via the booking system, please email workforcedevelopment@essex.gov.uk. 

	Countywide
	29 Nov  
6-7.30pm


	Online – Microsoft TEAMS

	North-East
	21 Nov 
10am - 12.30pm


	Willow Brook Primary School & Nursery
Barnardiston Road, Colchester, CO4 0DT

	South
	24 Nov 
10am - 12.30pm


	Adult Community Learning Centre (ACL) Brentwood
Poplar Dr, Hutton, Brentwood CM13 1BD

	West
	28 Nov 
10am - 12.30pm
	Latton Bush Centre
Southern Way, Harlow CM18 7BL

	Mid 
	29 Nov 
10am - 12.30pm


	Chelmsford City Football Club
Salerno Way, Chelmsford
Essex CM1 2EH



Unexplained, Non-accidental Bruising or Injuries to Babies and Young Children - SET conference
I wanted to remind you of the training offered by Southend, Essex and Thurrock.  This will be a virtual conference on unexplained, non-accidental bruising or injuries to babies and young children on Thursday 20th October, 10am – 1pm.  This virtual conference is for anyone working with babies and young children and aims to support frontline practitioners in achieving a better understanding of the different types of bruising and injuries inflicted.  For more information including how to book a place, please visit SET training 

Effective Support for Children and Families in Essex
Working Together requires the Essex Statutory Partners (Essex County Council, Police and Integrated Care Boards) to publish a threshold document.  In Essex, this is the Effective Support guidance.

The Statutory Partners have nominated a multi-agency working group to review the current guidance and consider how children and families can be supported across all levels of need, to ensure they receive the right help at the right time.

To ensure those using the guidance have an opportunity to shape the updated document, the ESCB is asking practitioners to complete a survey – the closing date is the 10th October.  Please be honest in your feedback, as it’s important this is an effective working document.

Training and development opportunities from the Essex Safeguarding Children Board
I wanted to remind you of the training on offer from the ESCB – their learning and development page can be accessed here:  ESCB / learning and development


Early Help drop-in sessions 
These sessions are designed to give partners working with children and families the chance to: discuss anonymised cases, access peer support, learn more about the roles of other partners and be signposted to advice and other services. They are facilitated by one of the four Partnership Delivery Leads (detailed below), who will be regularly supported by a panel of subject experts including: Team Around the Family Support Officer (TAFSO), Health Liaison Officer, Senior Attendance Specialists and others.

· North Essex drop-in session - Tues 3:00-4:00pm click Here to join. Email Lee Bailey (North) Lee.Bailey@essex.gov.uk for more info

· Mid Essex drop-in session - Wed 12:00-1:00pm click Here to join. Email Paul Mitchell (Mid) Paul.Mitchell@essex.gov.uk for more info

· South Essex drop-in session - Wed 12:30-1:30pm click Here to join. Email Harriet Pickering (South) Harriet.Pickering@essex.gov.uk for more info

· West Essex drop-in session - Thurs 12:00-1:00pm click Here to join. Email Fiona Bailey (West) Fiona.Bailey@essex.gov.uk for more info

Please note that these sessions DO NOT replace work undertaken by the Children and Families Hub as outlined in Effective Support for Children & Families in Essex

SET CAMHS 
The Southend, Essex and Thurrock Child and Adolescents Mental Health Service (SET CAMHS) provides advice and support to children, young people and families who are in need of support with their emotional wellbeing or mental health difficulties. NELFT works in partnership with HCRG Care Group to deliver this service and information about their current offer is available here.

There is also a Professionals Advice Line for practitioners working with children and young people. The number is 0300 300 1996 and the line will operate every Monday – Thursday between 10:00 and 12:00, excluding bank holidays. The new number is not an alternative to making a referral or to be used in urgent situations. It does not replace the existing main line for contacting SET CAMHS, which is 0800 953 0222. 

(Please note, this number is to be used as a professional consultation line only, so please do not share it with the general public or on any websites/digital platforms).  

Essex Wellbeing Service 
In Essex we are fortunate to have many services available to provide support us, but sometimes it can be difficult to know where and when to access it. The Essex Wellbeing Service is an early intervention offer that supports everyone in Essex to live healthy and socially connected lives. With practical, emotional, health and wellbeing advice, support and signposting they help Essex residents to lead their best possible life and to find the right support at the right time, including support in the community for a range of health, wellbeing and day to day needs – supporting families to adapt to the 'new normal'. Please do make use of this service and promote it with schools/settings and families. 
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