Introduction to Quality Matters for Schools 
Why quality?
Essex County Council is wholly committed to supporting all schools in Essex to be the very best they can be, so that our children and our families can thrive and prosper - both now and in the future. The overwhelming evidence from research shows that high quality early learning and care is essential to give children the best start they need to achieve better outcomes in school and beyond. Children who experience high quality provision develop better social, emotional and cognitive abilities which enables them to fulfil their potential.
‘Quality Matters for Schools’ has been produced for schools to support leaders to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of early years provision in a robust way that will inform a school’s self-evaluation. 
The Quality Matters audits and materials are all based on the following documents and guidance:
EYFS Statutory Framework 2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
Development Matters guidance
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf
Birth to Five guidance
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Birthto5Matters-download.pdf
Working with the revised EYFS: Principles into Practice
https://development-matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Working-with-the-revised-Early-Years-…
Ofsted Inspection Toolkit for schools
School inspection: toolkit, operating guide and information - GOV.UK
EYFS Profile Handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook 
Early Years and childcare website
https://eycp.essex.gov.uk/ 
