Education Safeguarding bulletin for early years settings and childminders:
Autumn Term – 2025 – Bulletin 2



I’m sure I say this every year, but I can’t believe it’s that time of year again!  As always, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for your incredibly hard work and your ongoing commitment to safeguarding children in your settings.  

I’m afraid this feels a similar message to previous years, but it is absolutely true that the work you do every day makes a huge difference to lives of the children you work with.  You are the consistent, trusted adults in their lives and your contribution to their safety, wellbeing and outcomes cannot be measured.  The role of a DSL (recognising that many of you are also managers / sole childminders) is challenging and you are dealing with complex issues.  You play a vital role in your setting for children, parents and also to staff who benefit from your expertise and the support you provide to them.  

I am extremely proud of safeguarding in education settings in Essex and of the excellent relationship we have with you.  I really hope you take time over the break to rest and recharge, and I and the team wish you all a wonderful Christmas and very best wishes for 2026.  We look forward to continuing our important work with you next year and to seeing you at some point.

Take care


Jo and the team (Alex, Derai, Emma, Gemma, Matt and Sam)


Jo Barclay
Head of Education Safeguarding and Wellbeing
Education Directorate
 
Essex County Council: www.essex.gov.uk | telephone: 03330 131078 | mobile: 07775 030021 | email: jo.barclay@essex.gov.uk
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[bookmark: _Toc216084456] ESCB newsletter 

ESCB Safeguarding Updates - December 2025
[bookmark: _Toc216083621][bookmark: _Toc216084457]ESCB online safety week and free 2 johns session 
Online safety - how to help children enjoy the digital world safely
Join the ESCB this week online safety advice for parents and carers, professionals and young people. The December online safety campaign (8-14 December) will cover online gaming, youth involved sexual imagery and online bullying. What's more, The 2 Johns are back with one of their hugely popular sessions for parents and carers.
•         Thursday 11 December
•         8:00 PM
•         Online
This is your chance to hear the latest insights, tips, and must-know updates to help keep children safe online — just in time for the holiday season. Registration details on the ESCB Online Safety webpages.
[bookmark: _Toc207276622][bookmark: _Toc216084458]EY safeguaRDing questionnaire
LAST SHOUT OUT –if you have not already done so please complete the relevant questionnaire.  You have until the end of January. 
[bookmark: _Hlk197423937]There are two separate questionnaires, one for EY settings and childminders with assistant/s and one for Sole Childminders. In both cases it can be used to self-assess your safeguarding practice and support your oversight of safeguarding arrangements in your provision.  We have also provided an Accompanying notes and action planning document, again one for EY settings and childminders with assistant/s and one for Sole Childminders.  
We want to assure you that we do look at each return and use it to inform our work and resources, so we are able to better support you in your safeguarding role going forward.  We will update you of our findings at future briefings. 
If you are an EY setting or a childminder with assistant/s please complete the questionnaire following this link or scan the QR code 
https://forms.office.com/e/N9YcdEeWid
[image: QR code]

If you are a Sole Childminder, please complete the questionnaire following this link or scan the QR code 
https://forms.office.com/e/x3gFvY2aSK
[image: QR code]
Accompanying notes and action plans 


[bookmark: _MON_1808036754]               
[bookmark: _Toc184628733][bookmark: _Toc184631658][bookmark: _Toc197424594][bookmark: _Toc216084459]TRAINING Offer
Level 3 Safeguarding Training for DSL’s in Early Years Settings 
Places can be booked via the Education Essex Online Booking System 
CHILDMINDERS – we have a date of Saturday 24 January 2026 
If you unable to book onto the LEVEL 3 you require due to them being fully booked, please do put yourself on the waiting list. If there is enough demand, we will look to running an extra session or opening them up to more delegates. 

	Date (9.30am – 4.00pm) 
	Venue 

	Spring and summer term 
	

	22.01.26 
	Jobserve Football stadium Colchester

	24.01.26  CHILDMINDERS
	Jobserve Football stadium Colchester

	27.02.26
	Barleylands Farm Park 

	
	

	30.04.26
	Hamptons Sports and Leisure Chelmsford 

	12.05.26
	Jobserve Football stadium Colchester

	04.06.26
	Latton Bush  Centre Harlow

	15.06.26
	Barleylands Farm Park

	09.07.26
	Hamptons Sports and Leisure Chelmsford



Early Years Briefings 
All briefings can be booked via Education Essex Online Booking System
	Date (9.30am – 12.00pm) 
	Venue

	Spring  term 
	

	17.03.26  Mid 
	Hamptons Sports and leisure

	18.03.26  NE
	Colchester Football Stadium

	23.03.26  West
	Latton Bush Harlow

	24.03.26 ( Online 6.00pm to 7.30pm)
	Teams 

	26.03.26  South 
	Barleylands 


Other training opportunities 
All training opportunities can be booked via Education Essex Online Booking System
	Spring term 2025
	
	

	Safeguarding Briefing for new DSL’s 
	03.09.25    
1.00pm to 2.00pm
	Online

	J9 Domestic Abuse awareness training 
	09.10.25 
10.00pm to 11.30pm
	Online

	Level 2 online 
	20.10.25 
3.30pm  to 5.30pm 
	Online 

	Keeping Children Safe IinEducation – culture and recruitment 
	26.11.25
9.30am to 3.30pm
	In person TBC

	Harmful Sexual Behaviour training

	02.12.25      
1.00pm to 3.00pm
	Online

	Prevent Awareness and update
	09.12.25       
10.00pm to 12.00pm
	Online
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Summer 2025 – Early Year Settings Questionnaire – Accompanying notes and Action plan.





Key safeguarding documents

· Keeping children safe in education 2024 (DfE)

· Early years foundation stage statutory framework (EYFS) (DfE)

· Working together to safeguard children (DfE)

· What to do if you are worried a child is being abused: advice for practitioners (DfE)

· Southend, Essex and Thurrock (SET) safeguarding and child protection procedures (ESCB)





		Question

		Early Years Statutory Framework Reference 

		Links to guidance notes, model policies and relevant websites 

		Action 

By whom and When



		1. Does the setting have a Safeguarding/Child Protection policy and procedures to safeguard children?



		Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to safeguard children.
 

		There is a Model Child Protection Policy (one for settings and one for childminders) on the EY website:



Early Years model Child Protection Policy 



		



		2. Are the Safeguarding/Child Protection policy and procedures in line with statutory and local requirements? 

		These should be in line with the guidance and procedures of the relevant national local safeguarding partners. 


		

Southend and Thurrock (SET) Child Protection Procedures 



Essex Children's Safeguarding Board (ECSB) website



EY Safeguarding Pages



		



		3. Do the Safeguarding/Child Protection policy and procedures include: 

a. How to report a safeguarding concern about a child; 

b. How to report an allegation about a member of staff;

c. Information on the use of mobile phones and cameras in the setting.



		The safeguarding policy and procedures must include an explanation of the action to be taken when there are safeguarding concerns about a child and in the event of an allegation being made against a member of staff and cover the use of mobile phones and cameras in the setting.


		Early Years Settings - On-Line safety considerations (DfE) 

		



		4. Is there a (senior) member of staff who has lead responsibility for safeguarding, known as the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)? (Childminders must undertake this responsibility themselves)



		A practitioner must be designated to take lead responsibility for safeguarding children in every setting. 

Childminders must take the lead responsibility themselves. 

		

		



		5. Is there a DDSL for safeguarding who is available in the absence of the DSL?



		

		







		



		6. Have the DSL and the DDSL accessed child protection training (Level 3) that enables them to identify, understand and respond appropriately to signs of possible abuse and neglect, and do they undertake this every two years?

		The DSL and DDSL must attend a child protection training course that enables them to identify, understand and respond appropriately to signs of possible abuse and neglect

		

EY Training and Development page

		



		7. Have the DSL and DDSL: 

a. accessed Prevent training;

b. disseminated this to all staff?

 

		Providers must have regard to the government's  ‘Prevent duty guidance for England and Wales’

		

Prevent Duty Guidance (DfE)



Prevent Training Link (ECC) 



		



		8. Do all new staff receive Level 2 training within 5 days of taking up their role as part of their induction?



		Induction training must include information about emergency evacuation procedures, safeguarding, child protection, and health and safety issues.

Staff should receive level 1 before joining the setting. 

		

ECSB Level 1 Basic Safeguarding Awareness training 

		



		9. Have all staff received training (Level 2) to ensure they understand 

a. statutory and local safeguarding guidance; 

b. the setting’s Safeguarding/Child Protection policy and procedures? 

Is this repeated annually for all staff?



		Providers must train all staff to understand their safeguarding policy and procedures, and ensure that all staff have up to date knowledge of safeguarding issues. Training made available by the provider must enable staff to identify signs of possible abuse and neglect at the earliest opportunity, and to respond in a timely and appropriate way.

		

EY Training and Development page

		



		10. How are all staff provided with Level 2 training? 

a. Delivered in-house by the DSL using ECC Education Safeguarding Team level 2 presentations;

b. All staff attend a course with an external provider;

c. It is delivered in house by an external provider;

d. Other   



		Providers must train all staff to understand their safeguarding policy and procedures, and ensure that all staff have up to date knowledge of safeguarding issues. Training made available by the provider must enable staff to identify signs of possible abuse and neglect at the earliest opportunity, and to respond in a timely and appropriate way.



		

EY Training and Development page



		



		11. Are all Child Protection files:

a. securely stored;

b. held separately to other information

c. accessible only by the Lead Practitioner / DSL and the Deputy Lead Practitioner / DSL?



		













		Guidance on Child Protection records and best practice can be found here:



Child Protection File Guidance and Templates 









		



		12. Is there is a process in place for ensuring the Child Protection file ‘follows the child’ to the next Education setting?



		

		

What to do if you are worried about a child (DfE) 



EY request support/report a concern 

		



		13. Are Child Protection files reviewed at least half-termly, with the outcome of the review and any actions agreed recorded?

		

		



		



		14. Have you held / joined a Team Around the Family (TAF) meeting? 

		

		Team around the Family (TAF) guidance 

		



		15. Have you joined an Early Help Drop in? 

		

		Early Help Drop in details

Early help advice and guidance



		



		16. How many times have you phoned the Children and Families Hub (CFH) for consultation? 

		

		Children and Families Hub information 



ECC Children young people and families 



		



		17. How many requests for Support have you submitted to the CFH?  

		

		

		



		18. Does your setting use the Effective Support guidance and process (the Windscreen of Need), to inform and support decision-making for children and families? 

		

		Effective Support for Children and Families in Essex ESCB 2024 



		



		19. Does the setting have effective systems in place to ensure that practitioners, and any other person who is likely to have regular contact with children (including those living or working on the premises), are suitable? 

		Providers must ensure that people looking after children are suitable to fulfil the requirements of their roles. Providers must have effective systems in place to ensure that practitioners, and any other person who may have regular contact with children (including those living or working on the premises), are suitable. Ofsted or the agency with which the childminder is registered is responsible for checking the suitability of childminders, of every other person looking after children for whom the childminding is being provided, and of every other person living or working on any domestic premises from which the childminding is being provided, including requiring enhanced criminal records checks and barred list checks. 

		

EY Safer Recruitment 

		



		20. Is there a process in place for reporting:

a. concerns about members of staff to the LADO;

b.  low-level concerns about members of staff, (which do not meet the harm threshold for a referral to LADO;

Are these reflected in your Staff Code of Conduct/Staff Behaviour Policy?

Do you publish whistle blowing procedures? 

		Registered providers must inform Ofsted or their childminder agency of any allegations of serious harm or abuse by any person living, working, or looking after children at the premises (whether the allegations relate to harm or abuse committed on the premises or elsewhere). Registered providers must also notify Ofsted or their childminder agency of the action taken in respect of the allegations.



It is an expectation that whistleblowing procedures are published and staff are aware of them

		EY Report a Concern about a Member of the Workforce (ECC) 







Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE 2023) 

Part 4 





		



		21. Does the setting keep records of any occasion where physical intervention is used, and is there a process in place to inform the child’s parents / carers of this action when this occurs?



		

		

Understanding and Supporting Behaviour in schools (ECC guidance)

		



		22. Are staff asked to read and sign for key documents, annually? 



		Keeping Children Safe in Education – states that staff should read, understand and sign for the following on an annual basis 

· Child protection policy 

· KCSiE part 1 and Annex B 

· Behaviour Policy

· Staff Code of Conduct



		Confirmation of child protection documents received-



		



		23. Does the setting have an attendance policy? 



		 

		

		



		24. Does your DSL attend the Education Safeguarding Team termly safeguarding forums?



		

		

Early Years Safeguarding Forums and Briefings 



		



		25. Does your DSL receive and disseminate the Education Safeguarding Teams’ regular safeguarding briefings?

		







		Early Years Safeguarding Forums and Briefings 
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Child Protection File – review record





			Child Protection Files should be reviewed at regular intervals. We recommend that all files are reviewed on a half-termly basis. For current concerns, the review should be regular. 











			Name of child


			





			Child’s DOB


			





			Date of CP file review


			





			Review undertaken by


			





			Date next review is due


			











			Are there any responses for referrals to other agencies outstanding?


			





			Is the chronology up to date?


			





			Reviewing the chronology, are there cumulative concerns which may require action?


			





			Do you have any additional concerns about the child’s: attendance; attainment and progress; behaviour; wellbeing/pastoral; medical and accident records; SEND needs?


			





			Do all of the concerns logged have actions, rationales and outcomes recorded on the record?


			











Outcome of review





			Are you satisfied that all current safeguarding needs are being addressed? 


			Yes / No








			Are there any actions which need to be taken?


			Yes / No











			Action


			By whom


			By when
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Key safeguarding documents

· Keeping children safe in education 2024 (DfE)

· Early years foundation stage statutory framework (EYFS) (DfE)

· Working together to safeguard children (DfE)

· What to do if you are worried a child is being abused: advice for practitioners (DfE)

· Southend, Essex and Thurrock (SET) safeguarding and child protection procedures (ESCB)





		Question

		Early Years Statutory Framework Reference 

		Links to guidance notes, model policies and relevant websites 

		Action 

By whom and when



		Do you have a Safeguarding/Child Protection policy and procedures to safeguard children?



		Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to safeguard children.
 

		There is a Model Child Protection Policy (one for settings and one for childminders) on the EY website:



Early Years model Child Protection Policy 



		



		Are the Safeguarding/Child Protection policy and procedures in line with statutory and local requirements? 

		These should be in line with the guidance and procedures of the relevant national local safeguarding partners. 


		Southend and Thurrock (SET) Child Protection Procedures 



Essex Children's Safeguarding Board (ECSB) website



EY Safeguarding Pages



		



		Have you accessed child protection training (Level 3) that enables you to identify, understand and respond appropriately to signs of possible abuse and neglect, and do you undertake this every two years?

		Childminders must attend a child protection training course that enables them to identify, understand and respond appropriately to signs of possible abuse and neglect

		

EY Training and Development page

		



		Have you accessed Prevent Awareness training in the last two years? 

		Providers must have regard to the government's ‘Prevent duty guidance for England and Wales’

		

Prevent Duty Guidance (DfE)



Prevent Training Link (ECC) 



		



		How do you keep up to date with Safeguarding knowledge? 



Do you have a plan and record of all training you undertake including Prevent Awareness? 

		 

		EY Training and Development page



Essex Children's Safeguarding Board (ECSB) website



		



		Are all Child Protection files:

a. securely stored;

b. held separately to other information



		













		Guidance on Child Protection records and best practice can be found here:



Child Protection File Guidance and Templates 





		



		Have you held / joined a Team Around the Family (TAF) meeting? 

		

		Team around the Family (TAF) guidance 

		



		Have you joined an Early Help Drop in? 

		

		Early Help Drop in details

Early help advice and guidance



		



		How many times have you phoned the Children and Families Hub (CFH) for consultation? 

		

		Children and Families Hub information 



ECC Children young people and families 



		



		How many requests for Support have you submitted to the CFH?  

		

		

		



		Do you use the Effective Support guidance and process (the Windscreen of Need), to inform and support decision-making for children and families? 

		

		Effective Support for Children and Families in Essex ESCB 2024 



		



		Do you have effective systems in place to ensure that practitioners, and any other person who is likely to have regular contact with children (including those living or working on the premises), are suitable? 

		Providers must ensure that people looking after children are suitable to fulfil the requirements of their roles. Providers must have effective systems in place to ensure that practitioners, and any other person who may have regular contact with children (including those living or working on the premises), are suitable. Ofsted or the agency with which the childminder is registered is responsible for checking the suitability of childminders, of every other person looking after children for whom the childminding is being provided, and of every other person living or working on any domestic premises from which the childminding is being provided, including requiring enhanced criminal records checks and barred list checks. 

		

EY Safer Recruitment 

		



		Is there a process in place for reporting relevant concerns to the LADO? 

		

		EY Report a Concern about a Member of the Workforce (ECC) 



Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE 2023) 

Part 4 



		



		Do you keep records of any occasion where physical intervention, and is there a process in place to inform the child’s parents / carers of this action if this occurs?



		

		

Understanding and Supporting Behaviour in schools (ECC guidance)

		



		Does the setting have an attendance policy? 



		 

		

		



		Do attend the Education Safeguarding Team termly safeguarding forums?



		

		

Early Years Safeguarding Forums and Briefings 



		



		Does your DSL receive and disseminate the Education Safeguarding Teams’ regular safeguarding briefings?

		







		Early Years Safeguarding Forums and Briefings 
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