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Quality Practice for Children Under Three in a school setting
	Areas to consider about your provision
	Supporting evidence
	Actions you have identified 
	Date actions need to be completed 

	
Is a key person allocated to the child before they start at the setting? 
Is there a buddy system in place to support the children? 
	
	
	

	Are there systems in place to gain information about the child before they start in the setting? 

	
	
	

	Are transitions to other rooms considered and planned for? 
	
	
	

	
Does the key person have a thorough understanding of their role and responsibilities in meeting the child’s needs? 

Attachment and the role of the key person – Birth To 5 Matters

Unlocking the role of a key person (part 2) | EEF
 

	
	
	

	
Is regard given to individual children’s needs and routines? 
	
	
	

	
Are care needs supported sensitively and consistently? 
	
	
	

	  Are children supported to make independent choices regarding accessing equipment, participating in activities and during group times? 
	
	
	

	Are children given the time and space to explore, observe, experiment, discover, reflect, concentrate and develop their interests?
	
	
	

	Does planning reflect children’s ideas, thoughts and builds on their interests and fascinations? 
	
	
	

	 Are there planned activities and experiences that support and challenge children’s learning?

	
	
	

	Are the prime areas of learning the main focus to ensure that children acquire strong foundations in their learning? 
	
	
	

	Are systems for assessing children’s learning and development in place? 
	
	
	

	Are these systems effective in supporting staff to deliver a meaningful curriculum for the children? 
	
	
	

	Is the learning environment both indoors and outdoors stimulating offering rich open-ended opportunities for children to learn and thrive? 
	
	
	

	Are all parents/ carers involved in their children’s learning and development?

	
	
	

	Is information around children’s learning and development shared with the parents/ carers regularly? 
	
	
	

	Are systems in place for the statutory assessment at 2 years? 
	
	
	

	Is the 2 year progress check shared with the parents/ carers? 
	
	
	

	Are Integrated Reviews taking place when appropriate? 
	
	
	

	Is the home learning environment supported by sharing ideas and experiences that parents can do at home? 

https://www.tlc-essex.info/

	
	
	

	Are guidelines around nutrition and hydration followed to ensure children’s physical health? 

Help for early years providers : Nutrition

Early Years Foundation Stage nutrition guidance

https://nourishingourfuture.co.uk/

	
	
	

	Is children’s well-being actively promoted and are they supported to start developing self-regulatory skills? 
	
	
	

	Are mealtimes/ snack times considered a learning opportunity in their own right and are they used to reinforce concepts that children are already familiar with as well as learning new ones? 
	
	
	

	Are staff supported to develop their knowledge and skills regarding children under the age of 3 through regular CPD activities? 
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