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Early Years Settings & Childminders 
Attendance Resources
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· Effective Support for Children and Families in Essex  recognises that attendance in education can be an area of need: 
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· DfE document offering ready‑made evidence-based resources, such as animations, an NHS poster on illness decisions and useful templates    
A guide on communicating with parents about attendance DfE 2026
NHS guidance sheet

· Poster about child illness in conjunction with NHS
 What to do - child illness A3 (2).pdf

· ECC Best practice and guidance for maximising school attendance
Let's Talk We Miss You

· Children's Commissioner article on why attendance is a priority for us all
Why school attendance must be a priority for every service and professional working with children | Children's Commissioner for England
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Education attendance

The child has good
attendance at their education
setting (attendance figure is
95% or above).

The child is persistently absent
from their education setting
(attendance figure is 90% or
lower).

The child attends their
education setting inconsistently
andor is often late.

The child is absent from their
education setting at times, and
insufficient reasons/evidence
have been provided by their
parent.

The child s persistently absent
from their education setting
(attendance figure is 90% or
lower) and there are wider
safeguarding concerns.

The education setting has
worked with other services and
partners to address the child's
absence, but this has been
unsuccessful.

The child s severely absent
(attendance figure is less than
50%) or they have been
permanently excluded from
their education setting and
there are concerns that this.
may be due to a wider pattern
of neglect and/or other
safeguarding concerns.

Al avenues of support
(including legal intervention
where appropriate) have been
used by the education setting,
local authority, and other
partners, and the appropriate
educational support or
placements (e.g. an Education,
Health, and Care Plan) have
been provided, but severe
absence for unauthorised
reasons has continued.
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