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The Role of the Adult 

	The Role of the Adult




	Areas to consider  about your setting
	Supporting Evidence
	Actions you have identified 
	Date actions need to be completed 

	Do you ensure that all adults are considering the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and have used this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for each child in all of the areas of learning and development?
 See *Definition of teaching from Early Years Inspection Toolkit 2025

	
	
	

	Do all adults use questions skilfully and listen perceptively to children during activities in order to re-shape activities and give children explanations that improve their learning? 

	
	
	

	Do all staff understand how play can develop children’s language and executive functioning and help them to learn important knowledge?


	
	
	

	Do staff know how to address children’s speech, language and communication
difficulties?

	
	
	

	Does your continuous provision give opportunities for children to develop their communication and language?
Does every child take part in conversations with an adult every day? Or those children with most need?
	
	
	

	How do all staff effectively interact with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities communicating and modelling language?
	
	
	

	Do all staff show explain and explore ideas encourage, question, recall and provide narrative for what children are doing?
	
	
	

	Do all staff set challenges and help children to achieve them, paying attention to the physical environment and resources, as well as the daily structures and routines that establish expectations?
	
	
	

	Do all staff consider and decide whether play-based learning or direct instruction is better suited to a particular form of knowledge. How best children can learn what is intended? 
	
	
	

	Do all staff consider how best children can learn what is intended based on individual learning styles and preferences? 
	
	
	










* Definition of teaching from Early Years Inspection Handbook September 2022
Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term that covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating and modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, providing a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting challenges. It takes account of the equipment adults provide and the attention given to the physical environment, as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to teaching is how teachers assess what children know, understand and can do, as well as taking account of their interests and dispositions to learn (characteristics of effective learning), and how teachers use this information to plan children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress.  
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