Education Safeguarding bulletin for early years settings and childminders:
Spring Term – 2026 – Bulletin 1


MESSAGE FROM JO 
(JO BARCLAY, HEAD OF EDUCATION SAFEGUARDING AND WELLBEING)
Hello everyone – the days are getting longer, and it will be Easter before we know it!
We have delivered a number of Level 3 training sessions this term – it has been great, as always, to spend the day with so many of you.  Please look at our training offer below, both from our team and from external providers too (including the Prevent-related sessions).   As usual, places can be booked via the Education Essex Online Booking System.    
We are also starting work on in-person training to be held in September 2026 to support you in ‘Site Preparedness and Site Security’.  This will cover a range of issues and again, will be supported by partner agencies to strengthen your work around this.  We will bring you more information on all these things over the course of the next couple of terms to keep you updated.
Lastly from me, don’t forget the termly safeguarding briefings will be held later this term – further details are below.  We hope to see you there, or at one of the training sessions.
Take care everyone

Contents
Prevent risk assessments	1
ESCB STAY SAFE Conferences	2
NSPCC resources for your awareness	2
Online safety	2
Professional Visitors to settings	3
Essex Police - ‘Fake or Real? Know the Deal’ - AI generated content	3
Reforms to protect children from Abuse	4
TRAINING Offer	4

[bookmark: _Toc222838259] Prevent risk assessments 

Following the update to the Counter Terrorism Local Profile (CTLP) in December 2025, we have updated relevant information on the ECC Prevent risk assessment templates. These can be found on the Prevent tab of the Early Years and Childcare website here

[bookmark: _Toc222838260]ESCB STAY SAFE Conferences
 
The Essex Safeguarding Children Board are again running their Stay Safe conferences. This year they have a theme of ‘Inclusion and Diversity’.  At a cost of £20pp this will be a very informative day. 
 
Further details can be found at: ESCB January 2026 - Learning and Development Opportunities 🤩
 
[bookmark: _Toc222838261]NSPCC resources for your awareness
 
· Talk PANTS resources (for children aged 3–11, including Makaton-friendly films and materials). PANTS resources for schools and teachers | NSPCC Learning
· Talk Relationships e-learning for teachers and leaders (currently free, with lesson plans including Y6 transition). Talk Relationships: delivering sex and relationships education | NSPCC Learning
· Techosaurus resource pack, helping younger children stay safe online. Help keep children safe online with Techosaurus! | NSPCC
· Keeping Children Safe Online workshops for parents and carers, delivered virtually through schools and community groups. Free online safety group workshops | NSPCC
· Listen up, Speak up workshops for parents/carers and staff. Listen up, Speak up | NSPCC
· Building Connections volunteer support programme for children experiencing loneliness. Building Connections | Support service for young people | NSPCC Learning

[bookmark: _Toc222838262]Online safety 
	Information for all settings: New kids online safety website launched as part of government campaign

	We need your help in keeping children safe online. We’re launching a new website on 16 February 2026 to support families and encourage regular conversations about what they’re seeing online, asking simple questions, like “who shared this” and “why?”. Based on parents’ main concerns and needs, it provides:
· tips for parents’ conversations with their children
· actions to support each stage of their child’s life
· parental controls information
We are also signposting to trusted resources from charities and third parties, where parents can access other forms of support (like speaking to an expert).

The website will continue to grow and be developed this year, supporting the Online Safety Act and wider government aims.

Please share Kids online safety with parents. 



[bookmark: _Toc222838263]Professional Visitors to settings 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind settings of the approach taken with regards to visiting ECC professionals visiting schools and settings. 
We would also advise EY settings to adhere to the relevant paragraph in Keeping children safe in education (Department for Education, 2025) – where it states that DBS documentation is not required for visitors in a professional capacity.
For visitors who are there in a professional capacity, schools and colleges should check ID and be assured that the visitor has had the appropriate DBS check (or the visitor’s employers have confirmed that their staff have appropriate checks. Schools and colleges should not ask to see the certificate in these circumstances).
The agreed approach for ECC staff including social workers, is that they carry a letter from their line manager with them which confirms that relevant pre-employment checks have been carried out and that the person concerned has a current enhanced DBS check. The letter also states that the person’s ECC identification badge includes an accurate likeness, and we do not expect ECC staff to carry additional personal identification with them.

[bookmark: _Toc222838264]Essex Police - ‘Fake or Real? Know the Deal’ - AI generated content 
 
Essex Police have announced a new partnership with BT and EE to give simple, practical advice to young people, parents, guardians and teachers to help them avoid harmful AI-generated content online.
 
Called ‘Fake or Real? Know the Deal’ Essex Police have created a campaign to promote the new safety partnership. The campaign aims to help young people and parents know what’s safe and what’s not when it comes to using AI apps.
 
The website also provides guidance on what to do if your child becomes the victim of a deepfake and what action to take to get it removed and ensure it is reported to the police.
 
Further details can be found here

[bookmark: _Toc222838265]Reforms to protect children from Abuse 
 
Plans for a new Child Protection Authority have been unveiled as part of government strategy to protect children from predators and abuse:  New national Child Protection Authority announced

[bookmark: _Toc184628733][bookmark: _Toc184631658][bookmark: _Toc197424594][bookmark: _Toc222838266]TRAINING Offer
Level 3 Safeguarding Training for DSL’s in Early Years Settings 
Places can be booked via the Education Essex Online Booking System 
CHILDMINDERS – we have a date of Saturday 27 June 2026 venue TBC  
If you unable to book onto the LEVEL 3 you require due to them being fully booked, please do put yourself on the waiting list. If there is enough demand, we will look to running an extra session or opening them up to more delegates. 

	Date (9.30am – 4.00pm) 
	Venue 

	Spring and summer term 
	

	30.04.26
	Hamptons Sports and Leisure Chelmsford 

	12.05.26
	Jobserve Football stadium Colchester

	04.06.26
	Latton Bush  Centre Harlow

	15.06.26
	Barleylands Farm Park

	09.07.26
	Hamptons Sports and Leisure Chelmsford

	Date (9.30am – 4.00pm) 
	Venue 

	Autumn term 2026 
	

	17.09.26
	TBC

	29.09.26
	TBC

	13.10.26
	TBC

	19.10.26
	TBC



Early Years Briefings 
All briefings can be booked via Education Essex Online Booking System
	Date (9.30am – 12.00pm) 
	Venue

	Spring  term 
	

	17.03.26 Mid 
	Hamptons Sports and leisure

	18.03.26 NE
	Colchester Football Stadium

	23.03.26 West
	Latton Bush Harlow

	24.03.26 (Online 6.00pm to 7.30pm)
	Teams 

	26.03.26 South 
	Barleylands 


Other training opportunities 
All training opportunities can be booked via Education Essex Online Booking System
	Spring term 2025
	 
	 

	Prevent Awareness and update
	19.03.26      
2.00pm to 4.00pm
	Online

	Safeguarding Briefing for new DSL’s 
	16.04.26
1.00pm - 2.00pm 
	Online

	Level 2 Online (£25pp) 
	16.04.26 
3.00pm - 5.00pm 
	Online

	Early years level 2 Train the Trainer 
	21.04.26
10.00am - 11.00am 
	Online 

	Understanding online radicalisation 
	07.05.26 
3.30pm - 5.00pm
	Online 

	Harmful Sexual Behaviour 
	18.05.26 
1.00pm - 5.00pm 
	Online

	Understanding Incels ideologies and the Manosphere 
	03.06.26 
3.30pm - 4.30pm 
	Online 

	Prevent awareness and update
	06.07.26 
1.00pm - 3.00pm
	Online 

	Recruitment and culture – KCSiE 
£200 pp
	06.07.26 
9.30am to 3.30pm 
	Colchester Stadium 

	Site Security and Preparedness 
	23.09.26 
9.30am - 3.30pm
	Colchester Stadium
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